
 

 

Tidings 
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2021.02 “The Future Belongs To God” 



 

 

As I write this, the most recent weather forecast predicts up to 3 inch-

es of ice and snow.  What an appropriate beginning for the month of 

February!  That is my initial reaction to the arrival of February.  Thank 

goodness it is one of the shortest of months.  But I am determined to 

move beyond my prejudice toward this cornerstone of winter.  

PASTOR’S CORNER

  Trinity is here to support you. Please reach out! 

• Mark Stanley: (828) 553-6425  

jmstanley1@msn.com  

• Dwight Christenbury: (828) 545-2590 

dc.trinity@mac.com  

• Sally Beghtol: (828) 280-2045  

rsbeghtol@bellsouth.net  

• Katie Cilluffo: (828) 699-1218 

trinitypresbyterianpcusa@gmail.com   

• Gene Carlson: (561) 706-0711  

genelcarlson@aol.com  

• Stephen Klein: (828) 696-9921  

klein-s@att.net  

• People are receiving vaccines.   

 

• The end of the pandemic may (MAY) be in 

sight.  We can and should be hopeful 

about this.  

 

• The resumption of “normal” worship and 

social activities are likely to occur during 

this year.  

 

• We are all gaining valuable new digital 

skills. 

 

• We are rediscovering our sense of resili-

ence in the face of adversity. 

 

• We are being given that rarest of opportu-

nities - the chance to see and experience 

reality from  a vastly different perspective. 

• We are having more opportunities for Zoom 

activities and Book Studies. 

 

• I am gaining much more familiarity with 

“The Book of Common Worship.” 

 

• We are finding deeper involvement with 

one another through the gifts of the work of 

our Deacons! They are helping us to be en-

gaged with one another. 

 

• February is only 28 days long, and Febru-

ary will NOT be the Victor. 

 

• Spring is just around the corner! 

 

• Easter is coming! 

Our God is a God of REBIRTH  

 and RESTORATION!   

  Our future will be full of JOY!   

   The Future belongs to God! 

Grace and peace, 
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The U.S. Capitol has been in the news a lot 

lately—not just what goes on inside but the 

building itself: from its desecration by a lawless 

mob on January 6 to its sparkling, if heavily for-

tified, appearance on Inauguration Day. 

 

All of this has reminded me of a tour of the in-

side and outside of the Capitol dome that Car-

ol and I were privileged to experience a cou-

ple of decades ago; I took the accompanying 

photo somewhere in the guts of the dome. It’s 

a view that we don’t often see, and a remind-

er that what goes “under the hood”—of a car, 

of a building, of each of us—is as important as 

(and often more interesting than) the outward 

appearance. 

 

Of course, these innards of the Capitol dome 

were visible to all on another famous and som-

ber occasion from the recesses of history, 

when Abraham Lincoln was inaugurated for 

the first time and spoke these powerful words: 

We are not enemies, but friends. We must not 

be enemies. Though passion may have 

strained it must not break our bonds of affec-

tion. The mystic chords of memory, stretching 

from every battlefield and patriot grave to 

every living heart and hearthstone all over this 

broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Un-

ion, when again touched, as surely they will 

be, by the better angels of our nature. 

 

Wishing you grace, peace, and good health 

as we carry on. . . . 

note from the associate pastor... 

 

 

Our questions, thoughts, laments, and insights often lie just below the surface, waiting for pen to 

touch paper to emerge.   During Lent this year, the Christian Nurture Ministry is offering Writing for 

Resilience, a spiritual discipline practice for adults and youth. 

 

Each week during Lent, participants will respond to various kinds of writing 

prompts, spend a few minutes writing, and then have time for reflection and op-

tional sharing.  The only supplies needed are writing supplies and Zoom ac-

cess.  The purpose is not to critique our writing but to invite the Holy Spirit to move in 

and through our words.  

  

The six-week series will be offered at two times, all available through the online calen-

dar links: Sunday mornings, 9:30-10:30 a.m., beginning Feb. 21, and 
Tuesday nights, 7:45-8:45 pm, beginning Feb. 23 
 

 

For more information, contact Molly Garnett. 
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The Session held meetings by Zoom on January 11 and 

January 25. Rev. Mark Stanley opened each with prayer. 

 

We noted with sorrow the passing of Dan Kincaid on Jan-

uary 12, and of Connie Moore on January 23, 2021. 

We welcomed new member Margaret Bolick to Trinity 

with joy.   

 

The Task Force on Re-opening the church building has 

continued to meet and presented its report to Session at 

each meeting.  It recommended, and Session approved 

that we continue current Sanctuary services, but in-

crease the number of worshippers to 10, and limit the 

service number to one on each Sunday at 11:00 AM. 

 

All incoming elders and deacons were asked the consti-

tutional questions, all replied affirmatively, and will be 

ordained and installed at a Zoom service at 11am on 

January 31, 2021. 

 

On January 11, Session unanimously approved the pro-

posed 2021 Budget as presented by Treasurer Tom Karvo-

nen and brought by the Finance/Stewardship Ministry. 

 

The Session also approved the recommendation that the 

Pastors’ salaries reflected in that budget be referred for 

approval to the Church membership at the Annual 

Meeting. 

 

Session approved using the deficit of $13,919.777 of the 

Paycheck Protection Program loan forgiveness to offset 

the deficit for 2020. 

 

On January 25, Fitz Sthreshley updated Session on the 

next round of PPP loan requests.  After some discussion, 

Ed Spencer moved that Trinity PC move forward with ap-

plying for the available PPP, with the understanding that 

it will be put in an interest-bearing account, with the in-

tent of investing it at a percentage that will match any 

penalty that will apply at the end of the loan’s term.  The 

motion passed unanimously. 

 

 

As approved on January 25, the Session formally extends 

our sincere gratitude and appreciation to our Treasurer 

Tom Karvonen for his prudent guidance through an un-

precedented year beset with challenges, changes, and 

uncertainties. The Session further extends our thanks to 

Tom and to Fitz Sthreshley for their work obtaining the PPP 

loan and overseeing it in such a way that it was 100% 

forgivable. 

 

January 11 also saw the appointment of Elders to serve 

the various ministries of the church.  The following are the 

assignments for 2021: 

 

• Administration - Ed Spencer 

• Building and Grounds - Mark Slaughter 

• Christian Nurture - Molly Garnett 

• Fellowship - Julie Carter 

• Finance and Stewardship - Diane Bowers (Finance), 

Jim Smelker (Stewardship) 

• Global Mission - Dan Donovan 

• Local Mission - Leslie Nissen 

• New Member - Pat Dienst liaison, Tom Bridges 

• Personnel - FItz Sthreshley 

• Trinity Preschool - Ron Howard 

• Worship - Judi Weeter 

• Building Use - Jeffrey Sheffield 

• Endowment - Steve Culp 

• Hannan - Mark Slaughter, liaison, Tom Bridges 

• Nominating - Ron Howard 

• Deacon Liaison - Pat Dienst 

• Presbyterian Women Liaison - Diane Bowers 

• Memorial Garden Liaison - Duane Johnson 

 
Additionally, Steve Culp was elected Chair of the En-

dowment Fund Committee, and Kathryn Forsythe was 

elected Clerk of Session.  

 

Ron Howard and Molly Garnett were elected as Com-

missioners to the WNC Presbytery Meeting, to be held by 

Zoom on January 30. 

 

Ron Howard reported that the Preschool Board decided 

not to open the preschool until September 2021. The 

yard sale is tentatively scheduled for the end of Septem-

ber. 

 

Each meeting was closed with prayer. 

Session’s next meeting will be February 8, at 6pm, by 

Zoom.  

 

Peace be with you, 

Clerk of Session 



 

 

 

 

Breaking, Blessing, Building: A Call For 

The Common Good 

A FREE Live-Streamed Gathering  

for the Church 

March 5–7, 2021 
 

Trinity members and friends are invited to participate in 

the 2021 NEXT Church National Gathering, which is en-

tirely online and offered at no charge. The conference 

will be live-streamed Friday, March 5, beginning at 11:00 

a.m., and throughout the weekend, concluding with 

Sunday morning worship on March 7. 

 

We’re also holding a preconference Wednesday Night 

Live “pep rally” and orientation session, Wednesday, 

March 3, 2021, at 7:00 p.m., via Zoom. 

 

Though the National Gathering is free, online registration 

is required. You can register and learn lots more about 

the conference theme, keynote speakers, preachers, 

and workshops at 

 

https://nextchurch.net/gathering/2021-national-

gathering/ 

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
 

Lenny Duncan, author of United States of Grace and 

Dear Church; a nationally recognized writer, speaker, 

preacher, thinker, and agitator who has centered most 

of his theological work in the task of dismantling White 

Supremacy in Christian community. 

 

Christine J. Hong, Assistant Professor of Educational Min-

istry at Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga. 

Her interests include anti-colonial and decolonial ap-

proaches to religious and interreligious education and 

life, Asian American spiritualties, and the spiritual and 

theological formation of children and adolescents 

among communities of color. Hong is an ordained minis-

ter in the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

 

PREACHERS 
 

The Rev. Bertram Johnson, Interfaith Minister, Union Theo-

logical Seminary in New York City. He also serves the PC

(USA) as a coach with the Vital Congregations Initiative 

and helps raise awareness of vaccine research through 

the Faith Initiative of the COVID-19 Prevention Network. 

He was on staff at Middle Collegiate Church as Execu-

tive Minister for Care, Worship & the Arts and The River-

side Church in the City of New York as Minister of Justice, 

Advocacy, & Change. He is a member of the Presbytery 

of New York City. 

 

The Rev. Shavon Starling-Louis, pastor of Meadowlake 

Presbyterian Church, Presbytery of Charlotte. She was a 

speaker at the 2018 Montreat Youth Conference, 2019 

Mo-Ranch Women’s Conference, and the 2020 Mon-

treat Preaching Series.  

 

The Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III, Senior Pastor, Trinity United 

Church of Christ, Chicago. Dr. Moss practices and 

preaches a Black theology that unapologetically calls 

attention to the problems of mass incarceration, 

environmental justice and economic inequality. 

Cheryl and Ed put the finishing touches on 2 totes they are about to 

take to Black Mountain Home for Children and Families. The totes, one 

for a teenage boy and one for a teenage girl, will be given to the 

child when they first come to Black Mountain. They contain sheets, 

blankets, towels, toiletries, grooming and toiletry items, recreational 

items, and a Bible. Many of the children arrive with nothing but the 

clothes on their backs and these are the only things they have that 

belong only to them.  

 

Every year, each of Trinity’s four Presbyterian Women’s Circles,  

Deborah, Esther, Naomi, and Rebekah, donates a tote to Black  

Mountain. 

 

 



 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THESE 

EXCITING ADULT EDUCATION EVENTS! 
 

OHMANN LECTURE SERIES NEWS 
 

The Christian Nurture Ministry is excited to announce 

that we’ll be welcoming the Rev. Dr. Carter Heyward 

for the Ohmann Lecture Series in October 2021. 

 

Isabel Carter Heyward is an American feminist theolo-

gian and priest in the Episcopal Church. In 1974, she 

was one of the Philadelphia Eleven, eleven women 

whose ordinations eventually paved the way for the 

recognition of women as priests in the Episcopal 

Church in 1976. Heyward was born on August 22, 

1945, in Charlotte, North Carolina, and grew up in 

Hendersonville. 

  

Some of Dr. Heyward’s published works include: 

 

The Redemption of God: A Theology of Mutual Rela-

tion. Lanham, Maryland: University Press of America, 

1982. 

Our Passion for Justice: Images of Power and Sexuality 

and Liberation. New York: Pilgrim Press, 1984. 

Saving Jesus from Those Who Are Right: Rethinking 

What It Means to Be Christian. Minneapolis, 

Minnesota: Augsburg Fortress, 1999. 

She Flies On: A White Southern Christian Debutante 

Wakes Up. New York: Church Publishing, 2017. 

 

Stay tuned for more details! 

 

 

AUTHOR READING & DISCUSSION 
 

Here’s a great way to beat the winter blahs. Our 

friends at Mills River Presbyterian Church have invited 

us to join them via Zoom for an Author Reading and 

Discussion with Sarah Loudin Thomas.  

 

A popular Christian author, Sarah is also the Develop-

ment and Human Resources Officer at the Black 

Mountain Home for Children, Youth & Families. Sarah 

will provide an overview of her eight books plus a 

reading from her newest book. SIGN UP for the virtual 

gathering, which will take place on:  

 

Thursday, February 25, 7:00–8:00 p.m.,  
 

by contacting Kathy Ziprik at:  

828-890-8065 or  ZiprikPR@gmail.com.  

 

Space is limited. The first 30 people to RSVP will be in-

cluded in this free one-hour author presentation. 
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SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
 

Super Bowl Sunday is February 7, and Trinity is once again 

participating in the Souper Bowl of Caring offering, a na-

tion-wide anti-hunger initiative that takes place each 

year (www.tacklehunger.org). 

 

Because of the pandemic, this year’s collection will be 

done drive-thru style. We’re inviting the congregation to 

bring food and monetary donations (which will be given 

to Interfaith Assistance Ministry) to the church on Sunday, 

Feb. 7, between 1:00 and 2:30 p.m. It would be great to 

have some or all of you be present at the church to 

greet people as they arrive, accept their donations, and 

thank them. If you’re interested, here are the details: 

 

Sunday, Feb. 7, 1:00–2:30 p.m. 
Stay for as much or as little time as you can spare;  

if you’d like to help set up,  

you may arrive between 12:30 and 1:00. 

 

We’ll follow COVID-19 safety precautions, so plan to be 

face-masked the whole time. 

 

If the weather is nice, we can throw a football or a fris-

bee, etc., while we’re not actively working. If the weath-

er is not nice, we’ll hang out under the front entrance 

drive-through and wait for people to arrive with dona-

tions. 

 

And that’s about it—hope to see you at the church on 

Feb. 7! 

     Peace,  

 

 

SUMMER CAMP: ONLY SIX MONTHS AWAY! 
 

Camp Grier will be hosting five virtual information sessions 

during the month of February for families and potential 

campers to learn about summer activities for kids and 

youth (from rising 2nd grade through high school). 

 

In addition to traditional summer camp, Camp Grier of-

fers Equestrian, Mountain Biking, and Farm specialty pro-

grams. Assistant Director Beth Anderson will lead the in-

formation sessions and is excited to share her passion for 

getting kids outdoors through this faith-based program. 

 

Attendees will save $50 when they register a camper for 

the summer of 2021 (in addition to Trinity scholarship 

funds). 

 

RSVP for one of the upcoming sessions at  

https://www.campgrier.org/summersavings 

http://www.tacklehunger.org/


 

 

2020 YEAR-END SUMMARY 
Our bottom line for the year was a deficit of $13,920. This is almost ex-

actly the same amount that was our surplus in 2019. Many factors go 

into the reason for an entire year’s results.  

 

Our “base” pledge receipts were $21,100 under budget, partially off-

set by $18,300 in “over and above” giving by some members. Plate 

and Unpledged receipts were $7500 above budget. 

 

Not having the preschool for most of the year distorted both income 

and expense. Building Use rentals were low by $4300 due to the build-

ing being closed for most of the year. 

 

Reimbursements from the Hannan Fund were down by $8500 but this 

was offset in reduction in expense. 

 

Total expense was almost $50,000 under budget. Ministries were un-

der budget with the large exception being Local Mission where our 

$15,000 IAM match program was booked. 

 

In order to close our books for the year, the deficit needed to be 

eliminated. Normally we use the Bailey Fund to make this happen. 

This year, Finance/Stewardship recommended, and Session ap-

proved, the use of part of our PPP Loan Forgiveness Fund to close the 

$13,920 gap. 

In summary, 2020 has been a difficult year in many respects but we 

should feel good about the strong support received from our mem-

bers and other donors, including the successful IAM match program. 

We were also able to meet our Local Mission and Global Mission 

budget goals. 

 

As usual, more detail will be provided in the annual report. Questions 

can be sent to Tom Karvonen at 890-5091 or tpkarvo@gmail.com. 
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Treasurer Chair - Finance Ministry 

1 Gloria Smith 

 Kate Vining 
 

3 Jack Caylor 
 

5 Jessica Castorman 

 

6 Sue Osterberg 

 

10 David Purnell 

 Christine Bobb 

 

13 Barbara Bennett 

 

15 Gene Carlson 

 Pat Norris 

 Cathy O’Neil 
 

17 Ben Moore 

 

19 Sally Kitts 
 

21 Carl Schreck 

 

22 Ted Dills 

 Margaret Sharke 

 

23 Jim Kisner 
 

26 Rebecca Wilson 
 

27 Donna Crawford 

 Joe Messer 



 

 

A SHORT TIME TO STAY HERE BY TERRY ROBERTS  

FEBRUARY 25 ON ZOOM AT 1:30 P.M.  
Please find the link on the church calendar on the website.  
 

The summer of 1917 should have been a summer like any other. 

Stephen Robbins should have been doing the same thing he'd 

been doing for years past as the manager of the South's finest 

resort, the elegant Mountain Park Hotel. By all rights, he should 

have spent this summer as host to some of the wealthiest gentry 

on the East Coast. But war will change everything that should 

have been in that summer of 1917- the U.S. enters WWI and the 

Mountain Park Hotel is pressed into service as an internment 

camp for over 2,000 German nationals, including Ruser and his 

men. This sudden collision of lives and cultures in the small town 

of Hot Springs, North Carolina is both frightening and exhilarat-

ing. And the unlikely alliance that forms between Hans Ruser 

and Stephen Robbins will force each to decide just how far 

they are willing to go to keep peace in the beautiful and isolat-

ed mountains.  
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“history, despite its wrenching pain, cannot be unlived, 

but if faced with courage, need not be lived again.” 



 

 

Presentation of the Lord 

February 2, 2021 

 

Malachi 3:1-4 Psalm 84 
or 

Psalm 24:7-10 

Hebrews 2:14-

18 

Luke 2:22-40 

Fifth Sunday after the 

Epiphany 

February 7, 2021 

Isaiah 40:21-31 Psalm 147:1-11, 

20c 

1 Corinthians 

9:16-23 

Mark 1:29-39 

Transfiguration Sunday 

February 14, 2021 

(Last Sunday before 

Lent) 

2 Kings 2:1-12 Psalm 50:1-6 2 Corinthians 

4:3-6 

Mark 9:2-9 

Ash Wednesday 

February 17, 2021 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-

17 
or 

Isaiah 58:1-12 

Psalm 51:1-17 2 Corinthians 

5:20b-6:10 

Matthew 6:1-6, 

16-21 

First Sunday in Lent 

February 21, 2021 

Genesis 9:8-17 Psalm 25:1-10 1 Peter 3:18-22 Mark 1:9-15 

Second Sunday in Lent 

February 28, 2021 

Genesis 17:1-7, 

15-16 

Psalm 22:23-31 Romans 4:13-

25 

Mark 8:31-38 
or 

Mark 9:2-9 

Hi folks, 

 

I don’t normally write anything for Tidings because you all have won-

derful ministries to keep us posted about, but sometimes there are 

empty spaces... Empty spaces in our newsletter, empty seats at our 

tables, empty Saturday evenings.  

 

But this last Saturday evening was filled with snow. A lot of snow! 

Well...a lot for Hendersonville, anyway. And being the northern girl I 

am, I went out to explore rather than spend another empty Saturday 

night in front of my screens.  

 

I wandered all over an empty Jackson Park and listened to how quiet 

the snow makes everything seem. And I thought about our quiet sanc-

tuary and the empty pews we have these days. But even with empty 

pews, we’ve had a FULL calendar. People meeting and studying and 

praying and connecting.  

 

We (the staff and volunteers) have had so much wonderful support 

from all of you throughout this difficult time. We’ve gotten thank you 

cards and emails and snacks and little plants and waves and eye-

smiles (since you can’t see the “mouth” ones with masks!) and so 

much support for all our ministries. We’ve made new friends via our 

online worship/facebook/website outlets and reconnected with old 

friends who’ve moved away but stayed digitally close.  

 

The church continues to be quiet, but thanks to you all, it is never really 

empty. Thank you for being our church family and keeping our hearts 

full, even when our pews are empty. Stay warm, all you caged birds!! 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 1 - FIRST DAY OF BLACK 

HISTORY MONTH 
8:30 Finance Team 

11:00 Zoom Tech Mtg. 

2:00 Zoom PW Coordinat-

ing Team 

5:30 Zoom Local Missions 

2 
9:00 Zoom Staff Meeting 

10:00 Coffee Group 

4:00 Zoom Global Missions 

3 
10:30 Zoom Friends in 

Christ Meeting 

12:30 Musicians 

1:00 Film Online Worship 

4 
11:00 Zoom Book “Caste” 

1:00 Zoom Spanish 

1:30 AA Ladies 

4:00 Zoom Finance/

Stewardship Mtg. 

5 6 

7 - COMMUNION  
10:00 Zoom Issues &  

Concerns Class 

11:00 Morning Prayer 

11:00 Zoom - Worship 

 

8 
8:30 Finance Team 

4:00 Zoom Worship Ministry 

6:00 Zoom Session Mtg 

9 
9:00 Zoom Staff Meeting 

10:00 Coffee Group 

3:30 Zoom Deacons Mtg 

10 
10:00 Zoom Esther Circle 

10:30 Zoom Friends in 

Christ Meeting 

12:30 Musicians 

1:00 Film Online Worship 

11 
1:00 Zoom Spanish 

1:30 AA Ladies 

12 13 

14 - VALENTINE’S DAY  
10:00 Zoom Issues &  

Concerns Class 

11:00 Morning Prayer 

11:00 Zoom - Worship 

1:00 Zoom Annual  

Congregational Meeting 

15 - PRESIDENT’S DAY 
8:30 Finance Team 

 

16 - MARDI GRAS 
9:00 Zoom Staff Meeting 

10:00 Coffee Group 

1:00 Zoom Naomi Circle 

17 - ASH WEDNESDAY 
10:30 Zoom Friends in 

Christ Meeting 

12:30 Musicians 

1:00 Film Online Worship 

7:00 ZOOM ASH WEDNESDAY 

WORSHIP 

18 
1:00 Zoom Spanish 

1:30 AA Ladies 

19 20 - TIDINGS DEADLINE 

21 
9:30 Zoom Writing for  

Resilience 

10:00 Zoom Issues &  

Concerns Class 

11:00 Morning Prayer 

11:00 Zoom - Worship 

22 
8:30 Finance Team 

6:00 Zoom Session Mtg 

23 
9:00 Zoom Staff Meeting 

10:00 Coffee Group 

6:30 Zoom Deborah Circle 

7:45 Zoom Writing for  

Resilience 

24 
10:30 Zoom Friends in 

Christ Meeting 

12:30 Musicians 

1:00 Film Online Worship 

25 
1:00 Zoom Re-Opening 

Task Force 

1:00 Zoom Spanish 

1:30 AA Ladies 

1:30 Zoom Book Group 

26 27 

28 
9:30 Zoom Writing for  

Resilience 

10:00 Zoom Issues &  

Concerns Class 

11:00 Morning Prayer 

11:00 Zoom - Worship 

      

February 2021 



 

 

900 Blythe Street 
Hendersonville, NC 28791 
828.692.6114 office 
828.699.1218 church cell 

www.trinitypresnc.org -  www.facebook.com/trinitypresnc - trinitypresbyterianpcusa@gmail.com 

Trinity Presbyterian Church welcomes you without regard to race, ethnicity,  

age, sexual orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability,  

education, economic circumstance, your place of origin  

or any other issue that divides God's Family. 

  

We are Christ's people and this is Christ's place 

with its doors wide open. 

Welcome! 
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